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Reflections on the Call and Cost of Discipleship 

 

On this Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C, we read from 1 Kings 19:16b, 19-21; Ps 

16; Galatians 5:1, 13-18; and Luke 9:51-62. The Lord God continues to call people to 

discipleship both from of old and in this new millennium. The question again is, who is a 

disciple? This is a very necessary question. Let me attempt it once again by saying that in our 

religion, a disciple is a follower of the Lord God in Christ Jesus. One who is taught to continue 

the mission of Christ and accepts it, is a disciple. One who accepted baptism and adoption in the 

sonship of Christ as a child of God, a Christian and a fellow worshipper in the pattern of the 

sacrifice of Christ in union with his Church in the Holy Spirit, to the glory of God the Father, 

deserves the title disciple. St. Peter advised: “Therefore brothers, be all the more eager to make 

your call and election firm, for, in doing so, you will never stumble.” (2 Pt. 1:10).  

 

In various ways and at varied stages in our lives the Lord called you and I to become his 

disciples in readiness for ministries. Some of us still remember the place and time or moment of 

their call, or the circumstances surrounding their invitation or enlightenment, as it was for Elisha, 

Andrew, Philip, Peter, Paul, and others. What about you; what is your own story or your personal 

encounter with Christ? Listen! In today’s First Reading, God himself chose Elisha and revealed 

it to Prophet Elijah. The prophet Elijah went over and threw his cloak over Elisha. He understood 

clearly what that gesture meant and ran after Elijah who permitted or counseled him to go 

prepare himself first. For you it might be to go and do some further studies, finish your high 

school or secure some basic entry requirements, or change your trade in life. The cost of this 

discipleship for Elisha was the slaughter of all his yoke of oxen and the burning of his plowing 

equipment. In addition, he ended his former life, former business, livelihood and took on a new 

role, that of becoming a learner at the feet of the prophet Elijah. It was a total change of life for 

him, a new way indeed. 

 

While all of us may not be called to a dramatic change of means of livelihood, discipleship 

demands somewhat drastic measure from each one of us to actually belong to this fold. What is it 

for you, or what are they for you to be truly transformed? The apostles, other disciples, Paul and 

several others in the Acts of the Apostles underwent similar transformation. What are you 

today’s Christian doing? What form of transformation is taking place in you? Think about it. 

Take some time to reflect on you being a disciple. What is special about it? What does it cost 

you? What is loving your neighbor as yourself costing you? (cf. Gal. 5:13-16). Some phrases 

clearly stand out in today’s Gospel. The Lord was resolutely heading to Jerusalem (cf. Lk. 9:51-

62). He had revealed himself in Galilee and all the surrounding regions, down to the Jordan and 

Jericho. He must begin to reveal himself in Jerusalem and Judea and make disciples there also. It 

was a well-planned endeavor. You need to visit the Holy Land to know the locations properly. 

Samaria already knew him and wants him for themselves hence they would not allow the crew 

passage. Sometimes we want to settle where we found fruit, followers, friends, acceptance, or 

comfort.  

 

Today, as we reflect on Luke 9:51-62, let us review our form of discipleship. If you are a 

minister of some sort, are you ready to break new grounds? If you are just a Christian involved in 

one form of ministry or the other in your parish, what other areas of service do you find yourself 



drawn to? You might have discovered or revealed to you, certain services people do not want to 

get involved. Are you willing to embrace it, and provide that lacking rare service? Do not seek to 

rest yet for there are many unconverted souls, even among those who come to church but refuse 

to be committed. Consider the phrases: “Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, but the 

Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head.” And he said: “But you, go and proclaim the kingdom 

of God.” Again, the Lord concluded: “No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what was 

left behind is fit for the kingdom of God.” (Ibid.). What is your response? 


